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With a background in accounting, it is no surprise that south-eastern New South Wales farmer and 

WoolPoll 2021 Panel member John Murdoch has a very business-based and matter-of-fact message 

for woolgrowers of any description when it comes to this year’s vote. 

“Whether wool is your core business or whether it is just one part of your overall enterprise, voting 

in WoolPoll is still a business decision you should put some thought into and discuss with those you 

farm with,” he says. 

“The level of research, development and marketing spend will have an impact on all wool producing 

businesses and hence it should be considered a business decision. 

“To that end, I really encourage all woolgrowers to reflect on that and think about what the levy 

means to their business.” 

WoolPoll is held every three years to determine the levy woolgrowers pay on every bale of wool 

they sell. This levy funds the industry’s research, development and marketing activities, conducted 

by Australian Wool Innovation (AWI). 

Farming as part of a family partnership on the Monaro Plains, John runs a self-replacing Merino flock 

alongside a terminal flock mated to Border Leicester rams and an Angus cattle herd. 

John has been back on the farm for nine years following his accounting stint. In that time, he has 

immersed himself in the industry and taken opportunities to learn and lead in a region and industry 

he is very passionate about.  

He is the current chair of Monaro Farming Systems, was on the Producer Advisory Panel for Sheep 

Connect NSW and has completed Sheep Producers Australia’s Sheep Industry Governance 

Scholarship.  

“Since returning home to the farm, agriculture has exceeded all of my expectations,” John says. 

“I had critical indicators around profitability and where commodity prices needed to be to make it 

work. 

“With the added value in commodities, it provides a really good base to intensify and refine 

production. 

“For our business, wool is a really big part of that. We take a lot of pride in our breeding objectives 

and breeding sound, healthy sheep. We run our own ram breeding nucleus in which we focus on 

industry-proven sires. 

“The current value of meat and wool has enabled us to put a strong focus on this and improve our 

genetics.” 

John says one of the business’ goals has been to grow as much clean fleece weight as possible which 

they do through matching genetics to the region they farm in.  



 
“We want to balance sustainability against production and I think growing wool is the epitome of 

that,” he says. 

“It’s a sustainable fibre which also adds a profitable element to the overall farming enterprise.” 

John is applying his sharp business focus to his role on the WoolPoll Panel, having been nominated 

by the Australian Wool Growers Association.  

“I take my role in overseeing and championing the WoolPoll voting process very seriously,” he says. 

“As woolgrowers, we are in a unique and privileged position to have a say on the levy we think we 

should be paying on each bale of wool sold.  

“Not many other commodities have that opportunity.” 

Voting for WoolPoll 2021 opens on Monday 13 September and closes on Friday 5 November. Visit 

www.woolpoll.com.au for more information. 
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